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point, D’Ambrosio says, people are “more comfortable” with cremations. The Jacksonville area accounts for more than one-
quarter of those cremations, but D’Ambrosio said she anticipates the local cremation numbers will grow as the population ages
and more people opt for cremation over burial. The cost? “The current average, without a car, is like $6,000-$8,000,”
D’Ambrosio said. Her hope is for the Greater Jacksonville cremation market to diversify away from general funeral home
mortuary operations. “We’re hoping that we continue to go after more niche areas,” she said. That’s a lofty goal for a small
industry. The Sun-Sentinel reports on several cremation companies doing business in the area. The Florida Crematory
Services Inc. was the top-grossing company with nearly $4 million in revenue in 2012, according to state data. If pressed,
D’Ambrosio said she hopes to see the rise in cremation worldwide to give families more options and, hopefully, less “pain.”
One of many cremated remains in a Hillsborough County cemetery. As the population ages, more people are opting to opt for
cremation over burial. She says any expansion in Jacksonville would be up to Hillsborough and Manatee Counties. But she
says she’s more optimistic about the possibility of expanding into Flagler County.. After launching its flagship "Chiku
Challenge," in which a few selected individuals from each country get to collaborate with legendary guitarist Steve Vai to
create a new song, Steve Vai & Brian May formed the band. May also assembled a group for a short tour, with members such
as Nigel Glockler, Billy Sheehan, Steve Ferrone, Marco Minnemann, David Leffman, John Sykes, Charlie Jones, John
O'Reilly, and Sean Kelly. More recently May played and toured 82138339de
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