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selection bias in our study, as some patients in our study group may have undergone or not underwent gastrectomy. Moreover,
patients from the observational cohort may have been referred to our center earlier than patients from the randomized cohort.
Several randomized trials have been conducted to determine the appropriate length of surgery for gastric GIST, and the optimal

perioperative management has been the focus of interest \[[@b19]--[@b24]\]. Recently, Johnson et al. \[[@b24]\] published
their results of a randomized trial in which they compared laparoscopic versus open gastrectomy for the treatment of gastric
GIST. The study showed that laparoscopic resection was associated with less blood loss and a shorter hospital stay compared
with open surgery, and laparoscopic resection resulted in significantly better pathologic margins in the total cohort. There was
no significant difference in the recurrence rate between the two groups, but the 1-year overall survival rate was significantly

higher in the laparoscopic resection group. Although, there were a limited number of patients in each group, which may
undermine the applicability of these data, the results of their study are encouraging and may encourage surgeons to consider
the use of laparoscopy for the resection of gastric GIST. But it should be emphasized that surgical techniques have improved

since the publication of this study. As mentioned above, laparoscopy provides adequate exposure in the procedures but still can
be hampered by severe adhesions and fibrosis from previous surgery or chronic inflammatory disease, which may lead to
difficulties in the successful completion of a minimally invasive gastrectomy. Moreover, it is time consuming to translate a

conventional open procedure into a laparoscopic one. So we need to pay special attention to patient selection and development
of a customized technique. Our initial study reported that the application of VATS in the treatment of gastric GIST might achieve

good postoperative curative effects without increasing the morbidity and mortality \[[@b
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