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you then get on and do something useful with the guests - organise a party, a disco, or go on a stag
night - and get on with the real business of turning a profit. this is not an extremely complex process,
but it does involve a fair bit of fiddly management, and there's a fair amount of messaging going on.
you can also hire a chef if you want to eat in style, or put a pool in if you want to keep your guests off
the beach. there's a fair amount of grinding involved, but it is almost completely passive. you can also
decide whether you want to give the place a makeover, or to have a clear out. in each case, it's a
matter of making decisions about the location, the time of day, and what your guests want, and then
having a go at it. the results may not be always exactly what you wanted, but it's fun, and you don't
have to be a genius to see how to turn it to your advantage. at the end of the day, however, it's about
the fun, and beach life is never short on fun. it's easy to play, it's easy to learn, and it's hard to get
bored of it. you can also put your guests up for adoption, and let them have babies. these babies can
then be given a job, and they can be put up for adoption as well. if you want to have a baby, you'll need
to be at least 14 years old, and you'll need to have been around for at least three years. you can't have
more than three children at any time, but you can have as many as you like, and that's more than
many of the other tycoon games manage. there are 12 islands on which you can build, and they're all
quite detailed and well designed. some are better for domestic use than others, so there's a lot to think
about. in the end, however, the big draw of beach life is the number of guests you can have, the
number of jobs you can employ them to do, and the number of babies you can have. it's a surprisingly
deep game.
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in beach life, you can choose to
play either the story mode or
the sandbox mode. in the story
mode, you start with a small
iIsland with a few guests, and
you have to manage it until
you reach a certain level. when
you have finished building your
resort, you can place it in the
game, and then you can invite
guests to check out your hotel.
the game features different
activities for the guests, such




as the beach bar or the casino.
the guests can enjoy these
activities, and they can even
buy souvenirs and souvenir t-
shirts at the gift shop. beach
life Is a great game for children
and adults alike. you can play it
for free, or you can buy virtual
currency from the game, and
then you can buy additional
items. you can also unlock
more content, such as
additional island locations,
additional theme parks and
more. this game is compatible




with both windows and mac
computers. they may be a bit
on the nose, but their stories
make for some of the game's
best moments. the four new
Islands have their own distinct
challenges, and, as well as the
beach-based quests, there are
also new activities to be found
In the back of the resort. this
week saw the launch of the
new annual best of british
awards, and the so-called "pop-
up" shops, which are the new
thing, were all abuzz with the




promise of free samples of
everything. last year, when the
sims became the recipient of
the best franchise award, the
self-congratulatory cries of
"sims make the best
videogame" rang out. this year,
we have beach life, a game
about people, and the judges
have awarded it the best
franchise award. probably
because they had to think of
something. if the public really,
honestly, thinks these things
are the best, there is an




extremely worrying message to
be taken from that. maybe we
should start having people like
the american president take
the best videogame awards on
a fact-finding tour of the uk. it
would be an interesting project.
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