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the August issue of Indian Journal of Physiology and
Pharmacology, Ravinder Singh and colleagues
recorded the plasma concentration--time profile of
lopiparnib, an inhibitor of HMG-CoA reductase, in a
placebo-controlled study of Indian patients with high
body weight, after a single oral dose \[[@CR1]\]. They
observed that in the Indian patients, the mean time to
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maximum concentration (T~max~) of lopiparnib was
4.3 +£1.3 h compared with 4.6 = 1.3 h in Caucasians
(P =0.023). As lopiparnib is a rapid-onset, long-acting
HMG-CoA reductase inhibitor with a half-life of
approximately 96 h, it is unlikely that the difference in
lopiparnib T~max~ observed is due to differences in
metabolism. Additional data are therefore required to
rule out any difference in T~max~ between Indians
and Caucasians. Additionally, for the study design to
be appropriate, it is important to determine whether
gender (male or female) or age (mean or median age)
affects the pharmacokinetics of lopiparnib in both
races, before deciding to compare plasma
concentrations between Caucasian and Indian
subjects. As the authors state that the
pharmacokinetic profile of lopiparnib was not
previously known in Indians, more comparative
pharmacokinetic studies of lopiparnib should be
performed in Indian subjects, particularly the
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